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What is the Day of Pentecost About and Why is it Important?

Pentecost Sunday this year is on May 24th. The Day of Pentecost is revealed in
Scripture in Acts 2. Pentecost is known frequently as, “The Birthday of the
Church.” On the Day of Pentecost came the descent of the Holy Spirit.
Pentecost came fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection and ten days after Jesus’
ascension. My message on Pentecost is titled, “Pentecost Sunday: What is the
Day of Pentecost About?” from Acts 2:1-13.

We are in the time of the Christian calendar year in between Easter and
Pentecost. We look back at Easter and we look forward to Pentecost. We’re told
in Acts 2:1, “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place.” Like the disciples in Acts 2, we too gather together and thank God for the
coming of His Holy Spirit upon us.

When we consider the contrast between Easter and Pentecost, Easter is light.
Pentecost is fire. We’re told in Acts 2:3, “They saw what seemed to be tongues
of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.” Fire is an important
nature phenomenon in salvation history. Fire points to transforming power
from the Holy Spirit. God’s wrath was revealed on Jesus, so we could
experience God’s love. The fire and wrath came on Jesus, so we could have
God’s Holy Spirit.

We also see the contrasts between Easter and Pentecost in that Easter fulfills
the departure from Egypt. Pentecost fulfills the glory descending into the
Tabernacle. Easter remembers a historical event. Pentecost points to a personal
event. Easter is the victory of the Son over death. Pentecost is the victory of
the Spirit who gives life. Easter is the triumph of Jesus over death. Pentecost is
the triumph that brings abundant life. Easter is the resurrection working in
Jesus as the Son of God. Pentecost is the resurrection turned loose in the
church on every believer. 

At Easter, God shows his power. At Pentecost, God shares His power on each
one of us. We see in Acts 2:4-12, a universal message for all people. Different
groups of people from different nations were all able to hear in their own
language on the Day of Pentecost. Pentecost brought everyone together. In
Acts 2, they all spoke different languages, but they could understand one
another, as God’s judgment came down on Jesus.

Easter proclaims an objective miracle when Jesus rose from the dead.
Pentecost promises a subjective miracle in our hearts. Easter secures our
redemption; while Pentecost effects our transformation. Easter makes us
witnesses in a lost word. Pentecost makes us evidence of the change God has
brought into our lives.

Join us and celebrate Pentecost Sunday with us!
Blessings,  Pastor Kenny
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